Pediatrics by Dunkley, Susan P.
University of North Dakota
UND Scholarly Commons
UND Departmental Histories Elwyn B. Robinson Department of SpecialCollections
1983
Pediatrics
Susan P. Dunkley
University of North Dakota
Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.und.edu/departmental-histories
Part of the Pediatrics Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Elwyn B. Robinson Department of Special Collections at UND Scholarly Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in UND Departmental Histories by an authorized administrator of UND Scholarly Commons. For more information,
please contact zeineb.yousif@library.und.edu.
Recommended Citation
Dunkley, Susan P., "Pediatrics" (1983). UND Departmental Histories. 43.
https://commons.und.edu/departmental-histories/43
PEDIATRICS 
By Susan P. Dunkley 
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HISTORY - DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS 
by 
Susan P . Dunkley 
Before the University of North Dakota School of Medicine became a four-year 
degree gran ting institution in 1972 , there were no formal clinical departments . 
All clinical teaching required during the first two years of the curriculum was 
done by community physician s. Beginning in the 1940's , the pediatric teaching 
was done by Dr . Louis B . Silverman of Grand Forks. At this time , the pedi-
atric clinical teaching consisted of an orientation to clinical pediatrics lecture 
that was given during the second semester of the students' sophomore an d final 
, year at the University of North Dakota. Dr . Silverman also arranged month 
long pediatric clerkships for in terested students at the end of their sophomor e 
year. 
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In the 1960 's, the work done by Dr . Silverman was continued by Dr . Thomas 
L. Schafer of Grand Forks . Dr . Schafer gave the clinical pediatric lectures 
and also worked closely with students , arranging clerkships for them through-
out the state. 
After the Medical School became a four-year institution in 1972, the adminis-
tration actively sought a full-time academic chairman to es tablish the Department 
of Pediatrics . Dr. Howard Joos , a pediatric cardiologist from Syracuse, New 
York was selected for the position. Dr. Joos began in January 1973 . During 
his tenure as departmental chairman, Dr . Joos began negotiations with the 
practicing pediatricians throughou t the state in regards to the possibility of 
establishing a Pediatric Residen cy Program with their support. Dr . Joos also 
acted as the Director of the Child Evaluation Program in Grand Forks. The 
program was the precursor of the present day Child Evaluation and Treatment 
Program now located at the University of North Dakota's Rehabilitation Hospital 
in Gran d Forks. Dr. Joos resigned his position as Chairman in January 1976 in 
order to join the faculty of the Medical College of Ohio at Toledo . During Dr . 
Joos' tenure, Dr . Schafer continued to conduct the departmental teaching. 
From May 1976 until September 1977 , th e Department of Pediatrics was without a 
Chairman. During the absence of a Chairman , the departmental administrative 
activities were handled by the office of the Dean of th e School of Medicine with 
the help and cooperation of the community faculty. 
In September 1977 , Dr . Gerald F. Atwood , a pediatric cardiologist from 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee joined the Sch ool of Medicine as 
Chairman of Pediatrics . Under Dr. Atwood's direction the Department entered a 
period of growth and expansion. 
While continuing to solicite support and cooperation of the community pedia-
tricians , Dr . Atwood, with the approval of the University and the Medical 
School Administration, designed and obtained appr oval for a Pediatric Residency 
P rogram to fit the particular needs presen t in North Dakota . This residency 
program, co-sponsor ed by the University of North Dakota School of Medicine , 
the Department of Pediatrics and the community faculty, is a community based 
primary care oriented program. The training reflects the emphasis of the 
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commun ity pediatricians on ambulatory care with a substantial portion of the 
resident's time spent in an out-patient setting. The day-to-day instruction is 
carried out by the community practicing pediatricians with the full -time Uni-
vers ity faculty providing the academic core curriculum and assistance in the 
administration , development , and evaluation 0f the residency program and 
trainees. The academic full-time faculty, while being directly involved on a 
regular basis in the daily activities of the residents, complements the role of 
the practicing pediatrician model that make up the majority of the residents ' 
learning experience. Th e site selected for this program was the University of 
North Dakota's Affiliated Hospitals in Fargo, which includes St. Luke's Hospital 
and Dakota Hospital . The Residency Review Committee of the Liasion Committee 
on Graduate Medical Education, which i~ composed of representatives of the 
American Board of Pediatrics, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the 
American Medical Association's Council on M1::dical Education, approved an 
application fo r accreditation in November 1978 to become effective in July 1979 . 
With the approval of the proposed residency program secured, the department 
turned its attention to the return of the third year students to North Dakota . 
These Students previously had been receiving their third year clinical training 
in Minnesota. These two factors lead to an anticipated increase in the clinical 
teaching, therefore indicating a need for a growth in t he number of full-time 
academic faculty . From 1978 until 1982 the number of full-time academic faculty 
increased from one to five with a proportional 111crease in administrative support 
staff . Full-time faculty members with expertise in general pediatrics, neo-
natology , genetics and infectiou s disease joined the department and are located 
in Grand Forks, Fargo , Minot and Bismarck . 
In the last five years the full-time pediatric faculty, as well as the clinical 
community faculty (those community physicians who wish to participate in the 
School of Medicine 's teaching and service programs) have had an active and 
ever increasing role in the Department of Pediatrics. The clinical and full - time 
faculty now participate in various basic science courses taught during the 
student's first two years in addition to teaching the pediatric section of the 
In troduction to Clinical Medicine. Also the practice of providing pediatric 
clerkships in locations throughout the state has continued. 
In addition to teaching an d service ac tivities at th e University, the faculty has 
varied research and clin ical interests, which are actively pursued . These 
interes ts include both the basic and clinical sciences such as endotoxins in 
granulocytopenic patients , the effects of long-term treatment with trimethoprim 
and sulfamethomf.zole for otitis media , the effects of catecholamines and cardiac 
glycosides on Rubidium uptake in cardiac tissue, and a proposed study of the 
Fragile- X chromosomal abnormalities. 
In November 1982, Dr . Atwood resigned his position as Chairman of Pediatrics 
to concentrate on teaching and patient car e activities in pediatric cardiology in 
Fargo. At the time of Dr . Atwood's r esignatior., Dr . William C. Rosen, 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, was named Acting Chairman . Dr. Rosen 
continues to direct the ongoing departmen ta! programs and activities. 
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